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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Nursing students participate in study with elderly 
When Doug VanderKamp's parents were in their 70s, they began show-
ing signs of dementia. 
"My dad began to show signs when he was 75. He would drive and get 
lost, or get his pills mixed up with my mother's," said VanderKamp, 84 
of Grand Rapids . 
Although he is physically fit, VanderKamp worries about dementia , 
which led him to volunteer to participate in a Grand Valley study that 
matches nursing students with senior citizens over a two-year period. 
The Kirkhof College of Nursing received grants from the Hartford 
Foundation and American Association of Colleges of Nursing to 
improve the college's gerontology curriculum . Along with changes to 
nursing courses, nursing faculty members created a clinical piece - the 
Longitudinal Elderly Assessment Initiative. 
"We had this grand idea to let the students follow an older person the 
whole time they are in clinical rotations," said Rebecca Veltman, assistant 
nursing professor. "It would prove to be a positive aging experience." 
see 'Nursing study' on page 3 
Photo by Adam Bird 
Kirkhof College of Nursing student Sara Mott talks with Doug 
VanderKamp during a health assessment at Lincoln Square Retirement 
Community. 
···--------------------------
Top ballets dancers join GVSU Dance Ensemble 
Photo by Robert Behnke 
Ramon Flowers will be among the dancers at 
Saturday's Dance Stars of the New 
Millennium Ill. 
GRAND VALLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
Some of the best dancers of the nation from 
such companies as the Metropolitan Opera 
Ballet, the New York City Ballet, and the 
Broadway stage will gather in West Michigan 
for an exceptional dance event - Dance Stars 
of the New Millennium III. 
Two performances are scheduled on October 
30 , at 2 p .m. and 8 p.m., in the Louis 
Armstrong Theatre. Tickets are $20 general 
public, $10 for GVSU students/faculty/staff. 
To purchase, call Star Tickets Plus at 616-222-
4000 , go online at www.starticketsplus.com, or 
call the GVSU Box Office at x12300. 
"Dance Stars ," part of the Fall Arts 
Celebration, brings together renowned dancers 
including Griff Braun of the Metropolitan 
Opera Ballet; Amanda Edge of the New York 
City Ballet; Ramon Flowers, of such 
Broadway shows as "Swan Lake," "A Chorus 
Line ," and "The Lion King;" and Anna 
Laghezza, veteran of major Miami , Minnesota , 
New York and Boston companies. Tokyo 
native Chieko Imada, former soloist with the 
Tokyo Ballet and current assistant artistic 
director for Ballet Tuscon in Arizona, is a 
guest choreographer for the show. 
The program also features Grand Valley's Dance 
Ensemble, which is. comprised of more than 30 
dance students under the direction of GVSU 
dance program director Jefferson Baum. The 
Dance Ensemble will perform "All That Jazz." 
The program presents a wide array of styles 
from classical to modem to jazz, including 
George Balanchine's vigorous "Tarantella" 
and "Tchaikovsky Pas de Deux ," the jazz clas-
sic "Temptation," and choreography for the 
much-loved ballad "My Funny Valentine." 
Guest artist Amanda Kay, from South Africa, 
will present the world premiere of the dance 
"Nina." Kay, who danced on Broadway with 
Saturday Night Live, in Ricky Martin 's MTV 
Music Video Awards performance, and in 
movies "Zoolander" and Spike Lee's 
"Bamboozled," is a member of the innovative 
and internationally acclaimed dance company 
MOMIX. 
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Across Campus 
MTU, Grand Valley VIPs named honorary 
kickoff chairs of 'Bash at the Big House' 
Arend "Don" Lubbers, Grand Valley president emeritus, and James 
Mitchell, former chair of Michigan Tech 's Board of Control and a 1965 
MTU graduate, were named honorary chairs for the "Bash at the Big 
House" football game. 
Grand Valley and Michigan Tech will play on November 6 at Michigan 
Stadium in Ann Arbor. The game could possibly set a Division II atten-
dance record. The current record is 61,143 and was set in September 1979 
when Shippensburg and Slippery Rock met at Michigan Stadium. 
The Bash at the Big House also serves as a major fund-raiser for MTU's 
football program. Last year, MTU briefly canceled its 82-year-old football 
program because of budget constraints. 
Lubbers and Mitchell are avid supporters of both universities. Lubbers 
was one of the first donors in the fund-raising drive to save Tech's foot-
ball program. Mitchell is a partner in the Price, Heneveld, Cooper, DeWitt 
& Litton Jaw firm in Grand Rapids . He is a major donor to the Arend D. 
and Nancy Lubbers Scholarship Fund at Grand Valley, and his law firm 
has endowed an engineering scholarship at GVSU. 
Tickets for the game are available by calling the Athletic Department at 
x18800. 
In conjunction with the game, state universities and more than 30 compa-
nies will present the Michigan Youth Engineering and Science Expo 
(Yes! Expo) at Crisler Arena. The expo was created to educate and excite 
eighth-1 2th grade students about engineering and science careers. 
Teachers invited to predict 
Electoral College results 
The Hauenstein Center for Presidential Studies and the Michigan Council 
for History Education are sponsoring a contest for Michigan educators to 
predict the results of the 2004 presidential election. 
The winning educator will receive 10 tickets to observe electors vote in 
Lansing on December 13. 
The contest is open to any Michigan educator. The completed entry form 
must be mailed by October 30 to Jim McConnell, Electoral College 
Contest, 17761 Bell Creek Lane, Livonia MI 48152. For entry form and 
details, visit www.mche.us. 
News and Information Services 
videos win regional award 
One-minute promotional spots, "Around Grand Valley," produced by 
News and Information Services , have won a CASE award in the category 
of Video PSAs and Commercial Spots. The award will be presented at the 
CASE District V conference in Chicago in December. 
The spots air following "GV Sports" on WGVU-TV, at 6 p.m. on 
Mondays. They are also links on www.gvsu.edu 
Around Grand Valley spots have featured many of the unique programs 
and events at Grand Valley, including the wireless campus, Annis Water 
Resources Institute , Student Life , Multicultural Affairs and the STEPS 
program. 
The promotional video series is in its second year of production and has 
already won several awards, including from West Michigan Public 
Relations Society of America and the Videographer Awards. 
'Potter' marathon 
Shawn Evans, staff member at the College of Education's Student 
Information and Services Center, reads a 'Harry Potter' book during 
a reading marathon October 14-15 at the Devos Center. Money 
raised from the event will go toward classroom libraries at Grand 
Rapids and Godfrey Lee school districts. 
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FORUM 
Volume 29, Number 13 
The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and Information Services Office every Monday 
when classes are in session and biweekly 
during the summer. The submission deadline is 
Tuesday noon. Send publication items to 
Michele Coffill , editor, c/o forum@gvsu .edu. 
Telephone: 616-33 1-2221. Fax: 6 16-331-2250. 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at 
www.gvsu .edu/onl ine/forum/form .html . 
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative 
action/equal opportunity institution. 
Visit GVNow, Grand Valley 's daily online pub-
lication , on the Web at: www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/ 
GVNOW 
GVFaces 
Bob Stoll 
director of Student Life 
Bob Stoll is Grand 
Valley's director of 
Student Life. Over 
the past 22 years, 
he has watched the 
campus expand 
from commuter-
based Grand Valley 
State College, to 
now residential 
Grand Valley State 
University. 
As Grand Valley 
has grown, so has 
Stoll 's role. Not 
Bob Stoll 
only is he in charge of organizing events like convo-
cation and commencement, but he also runs pro-
grams like Transitions for incoming freshmen . On a 
broader spectrum, he works in cooperation with 
departments to create this exciting campus environ-
ment. 
"It is a large team effort and I and my staff are only 
one part of this great team," he said. "I appreciate 
the partnership and support so many other campus 
departments provide to support our initiatives ." 
Stoll's main concern, he said, is encouraging 
students to partake in not only their immediate 
community, but to become more responsible citizens 
wherever they may go. 
On a campus that accomodates 8,000 students living 
on or near it, the services and programs that Stoll 
and the Office of Student Life orchestrate are 
designed to enable those students to have new expe-
riences , he explained. 
Although his role has shifted from direct advising of 
students, to advising his staff on how to relate to stu-
dents, Stoll is a continuing pillar of the vibrant Grand 
Valley community. In recent years, graduates of 
Student Life organizations have returned for Bobfest. 
"I've become the poster child of student life 
reunion . It's great to be able to see other people out 
there making a difference," said Stoll . 
What's Ahead 
Author will discuss summers in Michigan 
at Writers Series presentation 
Grand Valley's Writers Series will present a 
prize-winning author who writes about 
what is to many Michiganders familiar ter-
ritory: her summers spent in Michigan's 
Upper Peninsula. Amy Benson will discuss 
her work at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, October 
27, in the Van Solkema Recital Hall , PAC. 
Benson's first book, The Sparkling-Eyed 
Boy, is a memoir of her summers spent on 
her family's land in the U.P., where she first 
fell in love. Reviewers praised her writing as 
"lovely, fiercely intelligent prose ," and the 
book was awarded the 2003 Bakeless Prize 
for Nonfiction. Amy Benson 
Benson's visit to GVSU is open to the public and free. For more information 
contact Ander Monson at xl3601. 
University to stage mock disaster 
Grand Valley will conduct a mock disaster that simulates a terrorist inci-
dent at Lubbers Stadium on Thursday, October 28. 
The university received a grant from the Department of Homeland Security to 
conduct the drill, scheduled from 3-7 p.m. The event is closed to the public. 
Public Safety Sgt. William O'Donnell said the purpose of the drill is to coor-
dinate the response of the university to a major incident on campus. "The 
Grand Valley component is just one part of a full countywide disaster drill , 
which will require activation of the Ottawa County Emergency Operations 
Center and public safety agencies throughout the county," he said. 
Campus departments , including Athletics, Housing and Residence Life, 
Student Life, News and Information Services, Facilities Services, Fieldhouse 
Management and Public Safety, that are expected to play a role in the drill 
met in September to discuss the university's response to an incident. 
For information, contact O'Donnell at x12707 or odonnewi@gvsu.edu. 
History Department sponsors 
annual conference 
A lecture by a noted documentary filmmaker will highlight the 29th 
Annual Great Lakes History Conference, sponsored by Grand Valley's 
History Department. 
"Challenging Historical Borders: Exploring Intersections between 
Nations , Regions, and Disciplines" is scheduled for October 29-30, at the 
Eberhard Center; it will feature 37 panels on historical topics, with more 
than 90 presenters. 
Documentary filmmaker Ric Burns will give a public lecture, "Making History 
on Film: New York City as the Empire of Dreams and the City at the Center of 
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the World," at 8 p.m. on Friday. The lecture 
is free and open to the public. 
Bums is one of the most successful pro-
ducers of historical documentaries whose 
work has appeared on national public tel-
evision for nearly two decades. He is per-
haps best known for his epic PBS series, 
New York: A Documentary Film, which 
has received numerous awards including 
an Emmy and a DuPont-Columbia 
University Award. 
Professor Patricia Limerick of the University 
of Colorado will deliver the conference's 
keynote address, "The Applied Historian to 
the Rescue: Energy, the Environment, and 
the Escape from Polarization," at 12:30 p.m. on Saturday. 
Ric Burns 
Conference registration for Grand Valley students, faculty and staff mem-
bers is free. For more information contact Shelby Hughes at xl3298. 
Arts Chorale will participate in 
'Michigan Sings' 
Grand Valley's University Arts Chorale, conducted by Associate Professor 
Ellen Pool, will participate in a concert also featuring choirs from Central 
Michigan University, Western Michigan University and Calvin College. 
"Michigan Sings!" will begin at 8 p.m. on Friday, October 29, at the 
Calvin College Fine Arts Auditorium. Each ensemble will perform indi-
vidually and then join together for the "Lord Nelson Mass" by Franz 
Joseph Haydn . 
Ticket information is available by calling the Calvin College Box Office 
at 616-526-6282. 
Counseling Center seminar to explore 
racial change in America 
Participants at a Counseling and Career Development seminar will explore 
diversity, racial change in America and have increased awareness of how 
racism impacts all groups. 
"White Racial Identity ... Then and Now" is scheduled for November 5 at 
the Alumni House. The seminar continues the annual tradition of multicul-
tural conferences sponsored by the Counseling Center. 
Janet Helms will be the keynote speaker. Helms is a professor of counsel-
ing psychology at Boston College and also the director of BC's Institute 
for the Study and Promotion of Race and Culture . She is an American 
Psychological Association fellow and serves on two editorial boards for 
the psychology journals. 
The seminar will run from 8 a.m.-4 p.m. For more information or to 
register, contact Harriet Singleton at xl3266 or singleth@gvsu.edu. Cost 
to attend for faculty and staff members is $80; the student fee is $50. 
···--------------------------
Nursing study assesses area elderly over a two-year period 
continued from page 1 
Students in four upper-level nursing classes are 
required to meet with their senior citizen three or 
four times a semester, continuing through four 
semesters . Visits begin with a health assessment 
and health history and continue with assessments 
for depression, anxiety and chronic illness. 
Students also gather community resources to 
help senior citizens remain independent. 
Cindy Beel-Bates, associate nursing professor 
and project coordinator, recruits elderly volun-
teers from various senior communities through-
out Grand Rapids, including Ransom Towers, 
Marsh Ridge, Pine Oak, Covenant Village and 
Lincoln Square. Beel-Bates said building pro-
fessional relationships will benefit both nursing 
students and senior citizens. 
"Sometimes, students are turned off by working 
with older people," she said. "When they only 
see older adults in the hospital or nursing 
homes , it reinforces stereotypes of dementia 
and Alzheimer's disease. In fact, only 5 percent 
of elderly are in nursing homes." 
Sara Mott has worked with VanderKamp for 
two semesters. To help ease his worries about 
dementia , Mott gives VanderKamp activities to 
keep his mind active. 
More than 60 nursing students are matched 
with senior citizens. The first students to partic-
ipate in the study will graduate in April. Beel-
Bates said she hopes the project leads some 
students to specialize in gerontology. 
••• 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Arts Hotline 616-331-ARTS 
Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Tues., Oct. 26 
1 p.m.: Human Resources Excellence Workshop: 
Change Matrix. 204 KC. Call xl2215 for 
more information. 
12 noon: Allendale Toastmasters. KC. Call 
x 12204 for more information . 
4 p.m.: FfLC workshop: Technology Teaching 
Circle . Room 611, Days Inn Hotel, Grand 
Rapids. Call x13498 for more information. 
Wed., Oct. 27 
12 noon: Autumn Health Forum: The Obesity 
Revolution . Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. 
Call xl7180 for more information. 
6 p.m.: Continuing Education Workshop: 
Managing Conflict in the Workplace, present-
ed by Tim Niebor. Registration required. 
DEV. Call x 17180 to register. 
7 p .m.: Grand Valley Writers Series presents 
Amy Benson. Recital Hall , PAC. Call xl3601 
for more information. 
Thurs., Oct. 28 
12 noon: Women's Center sponsors Mommy 
Lunches. 161 KC. Call xl2748 for more 
information. 
4:30 p.m.: Pew Campus, Finance and 
Administration sponsors Thursdays with U. 
University Club Room, DEV. 
Fri., Oct 29 
7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters. 
University Club Room, DEV. Call xl2204 for 
more information. 
8 p.m.: Great Lakes History Conference presen-
tation by Ric Bums. Eberhard Center. Call 
xl3298 for more information. 
8 p.m.: University Arts Chorale will perform at 
Calvin College . Call 616-526-6282 for ticket 
information . 
VENTS 
Sat., Oct. 30 
12:30 p.m.: Great Lakes History Conference 
presentation by Patricia Limerick. Eberhard 
Center. Call x13298 for more information. 
2 p .m. and 8 p.m.: Fall Arts Celebration: Dance 
Stars of the New Millennium III. LAT, PAC. 
Call xl2300 for ticket information. 
Mon., Nov. 1 
11 a.m.: Counseling and Career Development 
Center Workshop: Where Does Time Go? 
Effective Time Management. 204 STU. Call 
x13266 for more information. 
7 p.m.: Native Student Association sponsors Day 
of the Dead and Ghost Supper. 215 KC. Call 
x12020 for more information . 
Sports 
Sat., Oct. 30 
1 p.m.: Swimming hosts Alma College . 
7 p.m.: Football hosts Northern Michigan. 
···----------------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
In the News 
Cindy Coviak, associate professor of nursing, 
was interviewed by the Grand Rapids Press 
about a program offered by the Area Agency on 
Aging in partnership with Grand Valley and 
Priority Health. 
Roger Moiles, instructor of political science, 
was interviewed by WOOD-AM about the third 
presidential debate. 
Paul C. Jorgensen, professor of computing and 
information systems , was interviewed by 
WOOD-AM about Internet spam. 
Steve Mattox, associate professor of geology, 
was interviewed by WKZO-AM about the erup-
tion of Mount St. Helens. 
Gleaves Whitney, director of the Hauenstein 
Center for Presidential Studies, was interviewed by 
the Detroit News about the large number of Bush 
campaign TV ads being shown in West Michigan. 
Been interviewed by a reporter? E-mail a 
"Sketch" to the Forum,forum@gvsu.edu. 
Sketches 
Dan Balfour, professor and director of the 
School of Public and Nonprofit Administration, 
wrote an article , titled "Understanding Abu 
Ghraib," published in the Public Administration 
Times. 
Faculty members Ellen Schiller, Loretta 
Konecki and Jann Joseph co-wrote an article, 
titled "A Handle on Hands-on ," published in 
Science and Children, a National Science 
Teachers Association journal. 
Veta Tucker, associate professor of English, 
presented a paper, titled "John Brown's Black 
Women Lieutenants," for Northern Kentucky 
University's Borderlands Conference on the his-
tory and legacy of the Underground Railroad. 
Another paper, "Rediscovering Anonymous 
Fugitives Who Resettled in Cass County, 
Michigan," was presented at the Underground 
Railroad Summit for the Northern Indiana 
Center for History in South Bend. 
Judy Donovan , affiliate professor of education, 
presented a paper, titled "Developing Community 
and Collaboration in Online Classrooms," at the 
Lily North Conference in Traverse City. 
Jolanda Westerhof-Shultz, associate professor 
of education, wrote an article, titled "Breaking 
the Silence: Dialogical Leaming in the Middle 
Grades," which was published in Educational 
Foundations . She was also a speaker for a panel , 
"No Child Left Behind: Educational Reform or 
Trojan Horse?" sponsored by the John Dewey 
Society at the Annual Conference of the 
American Educational Research Association. 
Hugh Jack, associate professor of engineering, 
presented a paper, titled "The Role of Product 
Design in Manufacturing Education," and was 
part of a panel session, "Manufacturing 
Education for the 21st Century," at the 
Manufacturing Technology Summit in Dearborn. 
Edward Baum , professor of chemistry, Honors 
College, gave a presentation, "Science for Non-
Science Majors: What should they learn and how 
should they learn it?" at the Fourth Annual Lilly 
North Conference on College Teaching in 
Traverse City. 
Senez Rodriguez-Char bonier, associate profes-
sor of psychology, presented a series of seminars 
in the Grand Rapids area on the topics of mar-
riage, family, child discipline and stress . He also 
helped the Red Cross of West-Central Michigan 
raise money for victims of the Florida hurricanes. 
Kim Roberts , assistant professor of communica-
tions, was awarded First Place in the 2004 Philo T. 
Farnsworth Video Competition in the category of 
Documentary Public Awareness, for a video, "Two 
Point Perspective on a Shared Horizon." The 
video was produced with film and video students. 
Carol Griffin, associate professor of biology, 
presented a paper, "Is the Right Wilderness 
Message Being Communicated in the San 
Juans?" with students at the State of the San 
Juans Conference in Silverton, Colorado. 
Randall Doyle , visiting assistant professor of 
history, had a book, A Political Dynasty in North 
Idaho, 1933-1967, published by the University 
Press of America. 
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